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population enumerated was 17,550,216 persons, showing an
increase of 951,901 upon the number enumerated ten years
,previously in 1877, equal to an annual rate of increase of
-only 5 4 per 1000 per annum, a rate of increase considerably
less than half the normal annual rate of increase of popula-
tion in this country. It appears that the highest rates of
-increase of population in Spain during the last intercensal
period occurred in the provinces of Huelvaand Biscaya, and
the lowest rates in Soria, Teruel, and Almeira, where the
,population is mainly rural, is poor, and is but scantily
supplied with means of communication by road and rail.
THE SERVICES.
ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.&mdash;Surgeon-Major William Edwd.
Riordan (ranking as Lieutenant- Colonel) to be Brigade Sur-
,geon, vice R. W. Berkeley, retired (dated May 6th, 1890).
ADMIRALTY,&mdash;The following appointments have been
made:-Surgeons: Phillip N. Randall to Chatham Hos-
pital (dated May 30th, 1890) ; George G. Borrett to the
.Duke of Wellington, additional (dated May 30th, 1890);
Henry T. Kelsall to the Invincible, additional (dated
May 30th, 1890); Walter H. S. Stalkartt to the Vivid,
additional (dated May 30th, 1890); George A. S. Bell to
the Waldfire, additional (dated May 30th, 1890); John A.
Keogh to the Excellent, additional (dated June 4th, 1890);
Richard Barnard and Edward Cuffe to Plymouth Hospital
- (dated May 30th, 1890); William W. Jacobs to the Wildfire
’(dated June 4th, 1890); and A. Patterson to the Melpomene
.(dated June 17th, 1890).
INFAN’J RY VOLUNTEER BRIGADES.&mdash;The Severn Brigade:
Brigade Surgeon J. L. W. Ward resigns his appointment (dated
- June 4th, 1890); Brigade Surgeon James Forbes Beattie,
M.D., retires upon retired pay (dated May 31st, 1890).
VOLUNTEER CORPS. - Artillery: 1st Worcestershire:
David Rice, Gent., to be Acting Surgeon (dated May 31st,
1890).-Rifle: 5th (Irish) Volunteer Battalion, the King’s
,(Liverpool Regiment): Jospph George McCann, Gent, to
be Acting Surgeon (dated May 31st, 1890) &mdash;1st Volunteer
Battalion, the Royal Scots Fusiliers: The undermentioned
Surgeons to be Surgeon Major, ranking as Majors: R.
Munro, M.D., and W. Wilson (both dated May 31st, 1890);
’Surgeon A. Blair to be Surgeon-Major, ranking as Lieu-
tenant-Colonel (dated May 31st, 1890).-2nd Volunteer
Battalion, the South Wales Borderers: Geo. Arthur Brown,
’Gent., to be Acting Surgeon (dated May 31st,1890).-
1st Volunteer Battalion, the Duke of Wellington’s (West
’Riding Regiment): Edward Ellis, Gent., to be Acting i
Surgeon (dated May 31st, 1890. ,
VOLUNTEER MEDICAL STAFF CORPS. - The London
Division: Surgeon H. J. Johnson, resigns his commission
((dated May 31st, 1890).-The Edinburgh Division: David
Wallace, M.B., to be Acting Surgeon, supernumerary (dated
May 31st 1890). 
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Correspondence.
HOSPITAL SUNDAY.
"Audi alteram partem."
I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. ISAACS, Lord Mayor,
President and Treasurer to the Hospital Sunday Fund.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;May I ask the kind assistance which you usually
- accord the Lord Mayor for the time being, on the annual
,approach of Hospital Sunday in London, to allow me the
publicity of your columns to make an urgent and especial
<call upon the public to exercise their continued and, if
.possible, their increased liberality in their response to the
-appeals which the clergy of all denominations will make to
them next Sunday in behalf of the hospitals, dispensaries,
-and convalescent institutions which provide so largely for
the wants of the sick poor of this great metropolis?
There are now ninety-three hospitals asking help from
the Hospital Sunday Fund, besides twenty homes or insti-
tutions for the care of convalescent patients sent from
London, making 113 in all. There are also no fewer than
fifty-six dispensaries applying for awards. To cover the
remaining outlay made by these institutions during the past
year .6100,000 is wanted.
If any of your readers should by any cause be prevented
from making their contributions at their place of worship I
shall be happy to receive their donations at the Mansion
House, unless they would prefer to forward them to the
minister of their congregation to be added to the offertory.
Hospital Sunday is the one day in the year when people
have the privilege and opportunity, irrespective of creed or
denomination, of providing in some measure, and according
to their means, for the treatment of the sick poor of the
metropolis, and I am particularly anxious, on the eve of
these simultaneous annual collections, to impress upon all
who live either in our great city, or its suburbs, or who
derive their incomes from sources of any kind in our midst,
the duty of making every efl’ort to increase the amount of
the collections above those in past years. The debt of
gratitude we owe to these charitable institutions is above
all monetary estimate. It will, however, be partially dis-
charged if we all do our best on the coming Sabbath to aid
these meritorious charities to the best of our power to con-
tinue their bountiful, heneficent, and blessed work.
I am, Sirs, our obedient servant,
The Mansion House, June 5th, 1890.
"SCURVY AND THE H&AElig;MORRHAGIC
DIATHESIS."
To the Editors oj THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I have read with much interest, though I con-
fess with some surprise as a first impression of it, your
account of Koch’s new views as to the essential identity
of scurvy with the other forms of "Bluterkrankheit."
It would be imprudent, perhaps, to attempt discussion
of these without having mastered them in detail in
the original form and with the original evidence; but
I desire at once to say briefly (and it is all I have
time for at present) that it is very hard for anyone who
has carefully and clinically watched the characteristics
of scurvy both in sporadic cases and otherwise since the
great outbreak of it in 1846-47, to come to any other
conclusion than that of Professor Hirsch-i e., one alto-
gether opposed to the identity doctrine of Koch. When
I saw my first case of scurvy-I think in 1846, as the direct
result of the failure of the potato-I became absolutely
convinced that my own father and most of the senior
practitioners with whom I was then associated (all of them,
indeed, who had never been at sea) were absolutely without
personal experience of what was then to most of us a
disease only known from books and for the most part as
"sea scurvy." One of the oldest physicians in Scotland-
a retired hospital physician, who had written largely upon
epidemic disease-came under my observation shortly
afterwards suffering from scurvy in his own person,
and having so little notion what it was that he was
leeching and starving himself in order to cure it ! He had,
in point of fact, never seen a case in all his long previous
experience ; while I, a young man, not long escaped from
schools and examinations, had already (as it happened) seen
hundreds. Of course, all these men knew purpura h&aelig;mor-
rhagica perfectly well, as I, too, came to knowit in individual
or sporadic examples ; but no one ever saw purpura h&aelig;mor-
rhagica appearing after the manner we then saw scurvy, and
(what is most important) no one ever thought of declaring, as
we unhesitatingly did in the case of scurvy, that we should be
able to cure it completely in a few weeks with lemon-juice
and suitable diet. I have watched every case that has
occurred to me since then, and nothing has occurred to in-
validate the conclusion that scurvy and purpura are,
clinically and practically, toto ccelo distinct, however
much resembling each other in the one point of being
haemorrhagic diseases; nay, that they are not even alike in
most of their obvious clinical characters, and that, as a rule,
a good observer cannot mistake the one for the other. Koch’s
contention, if not well founded, is in this respect altogether
reactionary; for it was the doctrine of the middle ages that
the scorbutus was a plague and an infection, and most of the
doctrines in detail which you ascribe to Koch in the end of
the nineteenth century may be found in Eugalenus, and
are thoroughly and convincingly dealt with, once for all, in
the admirable treatise of Dr. Lind.
I am, Sirs, yours truly,
Glasgow, June 3rd, 1800. W. T. GAIRDNER.
We do not wonder at Dr. Gairdner’s surprise, but
must refer him to Dr. W. Koch’s monograph for the argu-
